Welcome Visitors & Newcomers
A warm welcome to visitors & newcomers! It is great to
have you worship with us today. Please complete the
information in the black welcome pads as they are
passed and then pass it to your neighbor. Please take
a welcome packet from the tables at the entrance.
At New Life we host an open table for Holy
Communion. All are welcome to receive this free gift of
God’s grace. We believe Jesus is ‘really present’ in,
with and under the bread and wine. Even though the
bread and wine do not change in physical form, Jesus
presence in, with and under the bread and wine makes
this much more than a remembrance or symbol of
God’s love. Because of Christ’s presence we also
believe the real effects or benefits of this meal are; the
forgiveness of sin, life with God here and the promise
of life with God to come.
Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing.
First communion instruction is scheduled before Holy
Week for 2nd grade students. Gluten free wafers are
also available for those that prefer that option. Note:
The wine is red and the grape juice is white.
The nursery is staffed during worship (10:30) and is
located south of the worship space.
This Week at New Life

- Sunday 1.13.19 - Worship 8:15 & 10:30 am; Education Hour
-

9:30 am; Financial Peace preview 9:30 am; Coffee with the
Council 11:45 am; Men’s Group 6:30 pm at El Maya in Norwalk
Monday 1.14.19 - Office Closed
Wednesday 1.16.19 - Food Pantry 4:30-6:30 pm; WOW 6:30
pm; Confirmation Class 7 pm
Friday 1.18.19 - OWLS Pot Luck 11:30 am
Saturday 1.19.19 - Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 7:30 am;
Meals from the Heartland Packing 9:30-11:30 am
Sunday 1.20.19 - Worship 8:15 & 10:30 am; Education Hour
9:30 am; Federwitz family presentations; Kindergarten & 3rd
grade Bible presentations

Noisy Offering Update
The January offering will benefit the Federwitz Family
Ministries through Lutheran Bible Translators.
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We are a church that shares a living, daring confidence in
God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a
whole person--questions, complexities and all. Join us as
we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world.
This is Christ's church. There is a place for you here.
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Recent Additions & Updates to the Prayer List*
Philippians 4. 6-7 - Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. (NRSV)

Illness or Injury * (A complete Prayer List is available in the back)

Janet Searcy - friend of Russ & Krista Place
Gary Hays - Jeff & Allison Halvorson’s brother-in-law
Allen Chensvold- Lisa Chenvold’s uncle
The Green family - friends of Bill & Danene VanZuuk
Tom Cahill - Sheila Taylor’s father
Maddy Snow - young friend of Kyle Bales
Carol Shafer - Lori Prier’s mother
Thanksgiving

Paula Greteman - friend of Halvorsons & Hixenbaughs
Sympathy
Family & friends of Bernie Wilcox - John & Bev Wildman’s friend
Attendance last Week: (1.6.19) 190
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January 13, 2019
1st Sunday after Epiphany
We all come with questions.
In fact, if we stop
questioning, we stop growing. In this series during the
church season of epiphany we will grow together in
our understanding, knowledge and faith.
E.E.
Cummings once said, “Always the beautiful answer
who asks a more beautiful question.” We have some
beautiful questions to ask! So let’s ask, and search
and knock together and answer your questions of faith.
Together we’ll spend eight weeks pondering and
growing in the questions. Jesus said, “Ask, and it will
be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the
door will be opened for you.” Matthew 7.7 (NRSV)

Order of Worship
Gathering: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW 257
(8.15) Oceans (10.30)
Readings: Amos 5:21-24 page 747
Mark 7:6-8 page 819
Gospel: Luke 11:37-46 page 846
Message: Why do we do what we do?
Song of Response: Songs of Thankfulness and
Praise ELW 310 (8.15) Jesus Paid it All (10.30)
Offering Song: Were You There ELW 353 (8.15)
Reckless Love (10.30)
Distribution: Thine is the Glory ELW 376 (8.15) Your
Glory/Nothing but the Blood (10.30)
Sending Song: God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind
ELW 400 (8.15)

Annual Meeting
Council President Lance Taylor has called our Annual
Meeting for Jan. 27th at 9:30 am. We will discuss and
celebrate 2018 and look forward towards where God is
calling and leading us into 2019 and beyond. A budget
review will take place on Jan. 20 at 11:45 am.
Welcome the Federwitz Family
Over the past several years New Life has enjoyed a
partnership with the Jonathan Federwitz family who
are missionaries serving the people of Papua New
Guinea with Lutheran Bible Translators. They will be
visiting us on January 20 to share some of their
experiences with us during Sunday School & Adult
Forum as well as during both worship services.
Financial Peace University
“Debt is normal. Be weird!” Financial Peace University
begins January 22. This 9 week class is open to all,
but registration is required. Sessions will be on
Tuesday nights from 6:30 - 8 pm. Check out the
FREE PREVIEW TODAY at 9:30 am. Sign up online
today!

Why do we do what we do?
The prophets guarded against false, empty or
mindless ritual, but sometimes we just don’t know why
we do what we do. Church services traditionally used
mystery to draw believers into a greater knowledge of
the faith. But, do you know why we do what we do?
What’s the deal with the seasons of the church year?
What’s up with the church liturgical calendar? Why the
different colors? Engage yourself in the fullness and
richness of worship and lets grow in our understanding
of the gift of the church.
January Memory Verse
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See,
I am making all things new.” -Revelation 21:5 (NRSV
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Meals from the Heartland
Mark your calendars now to join your fellow New Lifers
at the Meals from the Heartland Packaging Center in
West Des Moines on January 19 from 9:30-11:30 am.
For more information, talk to Lisa Smith. A sign up
sheet is available on the bulletin board in the back.
Women’s Retreat
Join us at Cozy Mountain Lodge on January 25-26 at
Amanda Fletcher’s home in order to slow down, savor
a warm beverage while chatting with friends, and enjoy
time with God. Our retreat is a mountain lodge theme
where we’ll experience meaningful Bible study,
worship, connect with other women, and have time for
quiet reflection and plenty of laughter! The final day to
register is Tuesday, January 15. Registration forms
are available in the back of the worship area. For
more information contact Kari Murray 515.669.7339.

OWLS Potluck
Any and all Older Wiser Lutherans are welcome to join
in our First Annual OWLS Potluck! Bring your favorite
dish to share and join your fellow OWLS here at the
church on Friday, January 18th at 11:30 am.
"Lincoln$ for Louisville”
"Lincoln$ for Louisville" is a fund raiser for our summer
mission trip. We are asking your help in collecting
Lincoln$ ($5) to offset the cost of our trip. Check out
the map to see where your Lincoln$ are taking us!
Louisville is about 588 miles or 117 Lincoln$ away.
Thank you for your support! Any questions contact
Glenda at 515-229-1128
Bible Presentations
On January 20, the families of kindergarten and 3rd
grade students will fulfill the promises of baptism and
place into the hands of their children the holy
scriptures. Join us for the Bible Presentations on the
20th. 3rd grade families should speak with Pastor
Nate as soon as possible. A 3rd grade “getting to know
your bible” class will be held on Jan. 27th.
Coffee with the Council (and Pastor Nate too)
Interested in learning more about New Life? Join in a
45 minute conversation following 10:30 worship today
with members of the church council and Pastor Nate.
Directory Update
It’s time to update our Member Directory and we need
your help. There is a copy of our current membership
information on the table in the back of the worship
area. Please take a couple of minutes and review the
information we have for you and make any necessary
corrections. You may also update your contact
information online at newlifenorwalk.org.
Zombie Apocalypse Ice Skating
All Youth, lets grab lunch at Zombie burger and then
go ice skating on Sunday, Jan. 20. We’ll carpool from
the church following worship. Bring money for your
food (and friends should bring $15 to skate).
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