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THE MISSION STATEMENT
 OF 

NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH

We  Exist:  to grow in faith and make Christ known to all.

Guiding Principles:
1. Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior.
2. Everyone is welcome and invited.
3. Grow in faith through the Holy Spirit guiding us in prayer, 

worship, and study of the Word.
4. Share God’s love through our words and actions.
5. Through Jesus Christ, all is possible.
6. We are saved by grace though faith.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our 
faith, we embrace you as a whole person--questions, complexities and all. Together we host 
the Norwalk Area Food Pantry, host the After School Program for students at Lakewood 
Elementary School, enjoy a partnership with missionaries serving the people of Papua New 
Guinea with Lutheran Bible Translators, and plant a Community Garden for our friends and 
neighbors. 
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New Life Lutheran Church Annual Meeting
January 27, 2019

The meeting was called to Order by President Lance Taylor at 9:32am.


Pastor Nate Liedtke opened the Annual Meeting with devotions found on the inside back 
cover of the annual report.  Those present sang “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” 
which was found on the back cover of the Annual Report.


Motion to accept the agenda Dick Kobernusz motioned and was seconded by John Sperry.


Mission Statement - We exist to grow in faith and make Christ known to all. Lance read the 
guiding principles on page 2 of the annual report. 


Motion to accept the minutes of the January 28, 2018 annual meeting Paul Drew motioned to 
accept, Mike Thronson Seconded.  Motion carried.


Pastor’s Report (found on page 5 of the annual report): 

Churches are facing a decline.  Cultural christianity is no longer a thing in the US.

New LIfe has experienced a steady growth, but have not kept up with the growth rate of 
Norwalk.  Sometimes that feels like the “joy” has rubbed off a little bit.  Pastor stated that he 
is invested in bucking that trend but acknowledging that it is a different faith community than 
it was in the past. Sunday morning is not holy the way that it used to be.

We have an opportunity as a congregation to acknowledge these changes and move forward.  
Pastor is invested in moving us forward in faith. Pastor stated that he is invested in this 
congregation and he prays that we are all here, invested in this congregation to move our 
congregation.


Lots of people to thank, as mentioned on page 5 in his Pastor’s Report.  Two in particular, 
Lance for leading the church this year, and Sandy for all of her hard work and dedication.


Membership report - Lance shared the membership report


We began the year with 315 confirmed members, baptized members accounting for 400.  We 
ended the year up with 325 confirmed members, but down to 397 baptized members.

Total attendance for 2018 was 8,345 and our average attendance was 146


President’s report - found on page 9 of the annual report

Lance stated that it was an absolute privilege for him to serve as president.

He had to opportunity and an intent to attend both services to get a feel for both and to meet 
different members. Enjoyed working with all of the board members -they are a fantastic 
group. Pastor made a quick note that we made a transition with our constitution so that the 
vice presidents serves for one year, then moves into the president role and serves as one year, 
so this makes for an opportunity for more to serve on the council, but also brings a little less 
stability with this role.


Nominees for congregational council: Lance Taylor stated the nominees for congregational 
council: President Laura Kimball, Vice President Matt Hill, Secretary Abbie Olson, Financial 
Secretary Mike Thronson. Treasurer Anna Lund, 


Motion to approve executive committee  Gene Schultze motioned and Jim Jones seconded.  

Church Life Emily Bolm, Education Daira Driftmier, Property BJ Bengard, Worship Audrey 
Harryman, Outreach Jessica Iverson. 
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Motion to elect church board chairs by Matt Hill, seconded by Theresa Drew, motion carried

Leadership report - Motion to accept and file the leadership reports motioned by Mike Geisler 
and was seconded by Ed Kuhl.

Financial Reports - Pages 19-23 in the annual report

Financial Secretary Mike Thronson

Mike encouraged those that have not committed to online giving to please consider it.  Any 
questions, please see John Sperry.


Treasurer - Richard Geist

Our income was short, but our spending was also less than budgeted.  There were some big 
expenditures that were unexpected so not budgeted.  Insurance was up substantially.  
Printing and publications was up big due to not budgeting with the contract and going over 
our contracted amount.  Musicians were up as we went from 2 to 3.  For the mission trips we 
actually raised more so spent less than budgeted.  Pastor’s medical insurance was 
significantly lower since he gets his insurance through his wife.  Had an event to bring down 
the mortgage and we successfully reduced the mortgage due to this and will now be able to 
pay it off in April 2020.


John Sperry also mentioned some other bills that we are evaluating to bring those down.  One 
was the Mediacom bill, switching to Centurylink, as well as the water bill issues that impacted 
a lot of churches.

Motion by Gene Schultze and was seconded by John Sperry motion carried.  


Old Business - Constitutional Change - Second reading of this.  Page 23 of the annual report.

These were approved last year, but need a second approval 

Motion to approve these changes by Richard Geist, and was seconded by Paul Drew.  Motion 
carried.

New Business

2019 Budget we are building a budget based off of the information provided by the prior 
president and this will help to have a good budget moving forward. Sunday school program 
had a fundraiser last year so that helped that budget, but may not have that success every 
year.  The numbers that you will see there are cost of living increases wer 3% for Pastor and 
other staff.  Our share of the Pastor’s insurance has gone up.  The budget that Lance is 
presenting is up 3½%.  It is also over budget, meaning a deficit budget, but he feels that we 
will not use all of the budgeted amounts - i.e. Pastor’s insurance we have to budget based off 
of the ELCA guidelines, but we will not use all of that, unless something were to happen and 
the Pastor was to leave. The total budget increase for this year ended up at 4 ½%.

Lisa Smith commented that we need to keep increasing out benevolence and what we are 
doing outside of the church.

Pastor Nate commented that we have done a good job the past few years of meeting the 
budget, so what if we presented an even bigger budget - what could we do as a church and a 
congregation.

 Motion to approve Alan Hautekeete motioned and was seconded by John Sperry, motion 
carried. 

Election of nominating committee Alan Hautekeete, Lisa Smith and Ed Kuhl.  Motion to 
approve Amanda Fletcher and seconded by Theresa Drew.  Motion carried

Adjournment motioned by Mike Thronson and was seconded by Jim Jones.  Motion carried.  
Meeting adjourned at 10:21am


Respectfully Submitted,

Abbie Olson

Council Secretary
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Pastor’s Report 2019 
New Life Lutheran Church Norwalk, IA


As I take a moment to reflect back on this past year I cannot help but be encouraged at the 
significance of this year for us as a congregation. 2019 was a big year for us and we should 
take a moment to humbly give thanks to God for the gift of this ministry, the gift of the people 
connected to this congregation and the many dedicated leaders of Christ’s church here in 
Norwalk, IA.  Laura Kimball, Mike Thronson, Emily Blom, and BJ Bengard are leaving their 
roles as council members and members of our executive committee.  They have done a great 
service to this church in bringing us through some difficult places and moving us to a bright 
and hopeful future.


There is often talk, in this political season, of momentum.  I can honestly say that momentum 
is a reality for churches too.  I feel a strong sense of hopefulness and a bright future for us in 
the coming months and years.   With the elimination of our mortgage debt, we can confidently 
say that we are DEBT FREE!  That is a big deal!  Being debt free allows us as a congregation 
to thoughtfully think, not about bills that need to be paid, but about ministry needs in this 
congregation.  We will continue strengthen the youth and children’s ministry program of this 
congregation.  I am confident that the Board of Education as well as Leslie Merriman, as our 
Children and Family Ministry Coordinator, will build a solid program that will attract new faces 
as well as (an importantly) teach the youth entrusted into the care of this congregation about 
the everlasting love of Jesus Christ.  The council chose to add Faith and Family Nights as a 
monthly focus for families to steward their faith.  These will continue and will get better as we 
tend to the format and make some adjustments.


I am really encouraged by the recent growth of the congregation.  We will continue to get 
bigger as the community grows in population.  If we stay the same size while the community 
grows, we have a problem.  I am so humbled when people choose to join New Life and find in 
this church a place to ground, center and send individuals into a life of service. We can do 
better in this area, and we will, but we have seen (especially recently) many new faces and 
many folks choosing to join the church.  That is a wonderful thing.  We will continue to offer a 
new comers coffee each month as an entry point to the church.


This past year also saw an opportunity to travel with a wonderful group of youth and adults to 
Louisville, KY.  John Sperry and Glenda Clark served as incredible chaperones.  Our 
Confirmation class saw the confirmation of 7 students:  Ethan Bemis, Colten Harringa, Evan 
Hill, Ben Liedtke, Tanner Merriman, Nathan Porter & Logan Samuelson in May.  We are 
planning for a High School trip to Denver, CO in June and a Middle School trip to Duluth, MN 
in July of 2020.

 

As always, I am deeply, deeply indebted to Sandy Anderson who works behind the scenes so 
often to make the office and really the entire organization move forward together.  Also to 
Eugene & Carolyn Schultze for taking care of our church home throughout the year. Laura 
Kimball has completed her role as Vice President and President. I thank God for her 
leadership and attention to details for these past two years.  Matt Hill will be moving into the 
position of Council President and we are confident he will do a great job.  Mike Thronson is 
stepping away from his role as Financial Secretary. He has been faithful and faith-filled in his 
role and will be greatly missed.  Both Lance Taylor (Financial Secretary) and Alan Hautekeete 
(VP) have big roles to fill and high expectations. They will be great!
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It has been a real pleasure for me to continue to work with the Des Moines Fire Department as 
their chaplain, I meet several times a year with a Peer Support Team and respond to members 
of the department in order to provide pastoral care and or counseling.  I have also served as 
the Chair of the Nominating Committee for the upcoming South Eastern Iowas Synod 
Assembly in May of 2020, and as chaplain for Conference 11 of the Synod.  Additionally, I 
continue my role as the President of the Norwalk Area Ministerial Association and as a 
member of the School Improvement Advisory Committee for the Norwalk School District.  
Most importantly, I cheered hard of the Warrior Freshman Football Team, the Riptide Swim 
Team, the Sporting Iowa Soccer Team and the Lincoln Rails High School Swim Team, and 
many other various activities in which my kids love to participate.


Peace and Much Love in JESUS :)

Pastor Nate
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Children and Family Ministry Report

2019 was a great year for the children and family ministry at New Life Lutheran Church! 

Special Events: We kicked off our year with Bible presentations for the Kindergarten and Third 
Grade students on January 20th. We also held Get to Know Your Bible sessions with the Third 
Graders for two Sundays. It’s great to put the word of God in the children’s hands! 

After weather delays, we held our annual Pancake Breakfast on February 24th. It was a very 
successful event with almost 100 people in attendance and raising $500.00 for our children’s 
programming and almost all items donated for the event. 

During Lent, we offered evening activities for the Sunday School children during services. We 
had puzzle cubes that words such as grace, peace and love and we discussed Bible verses that 
aligned with these words and what those meant as we approached Easter. 

On April 13th, we held an Easter Egg Hunt for the community. 1200 eggs were distributed by age 
group and we had prizes for about a dozen special eggs. It was a great outreach opportunity for 
the children of our congregation and the community. We also spent an afternoon before Easter 
doing sidewalk chalk around the church to welcome guests. 

We had several students who received their First Communion on Maundy Thursday. We held 
classes with the students prior to their First Communion and we also made the bread that was 
distributed during the service. A reception for the students and their families was served after 
service. 

On May 5th, we held a community event called “Stewards of Children”, which was provided by 
the Child Abuse Prevention Council of Warren County. We had guests from Norwalk Schools 
and EveryStep that attended the event in addition to members from the congregation. 

We held our first “Tacos and Talent” night on May 5th. Several of our Journey Sunday School 
and Confirmation students shared their talents from music to dance with the attendees and 
everyone enjoyed a wonderful taco meal. This event was a fundraiser for our Vacation Bible 
School and was a success thanks for the many donations from the congregation and attendees. 

June 9th through the 13th was our Vacation Bible School. This year’s theme was “The Incredible 
Race”, which took the children on a tour of different continents and expanded their learning 
about faith through crafts, activities, drama and Bible stories. A meal was served each night 
thanks to the Board of Church Life. We had a total registration this year of 70 students in Pre-K 
through 5th grade and 45 volunteers who assisted with the event. For the first time, we utilized 
an Amazon Wish List in addition to an online sign up for supply needs and this was a huge 
success that helped us reduce our expenses for VBS programming. 

As a part of VBS, we also did an outreach event collecting peanut butter and jelly for the 
Norwalk Food Pantry. We hit our goal of 300 jars by the end of the event and on the last 
evening, I took a pie in the face to reward the kids! 

As we started back to school, we had our annual Backpack Blessing on August 18th and held a 
Sunday School Kick-Off called “Splash Back into Sunday School” with water balloons and 
popsicles. 

We closed out our year with the Christmas Program, entitled “The Lights of Christmas”. We had 
25 students who participated in this year’s program. In addition, we sang at Edencrest 
Retirement Community as a part of our dress rehearsal. The kids received treat bags following 
their performance and we closed out the year with a celebration of Jesus’ birth at our last 
Sunday School session 2019. 
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Journey Sunday School: 

We spent our first six weeks in Journey Sunday School talking about God’s love. We reviewed 
John 3:16, Luke 10:27, Deuteronomy 6:5, 1 Corinthians 13, Romans 8:31-39.  We also had the 
Federwitz family visit our Sunday School program and talk about their experiences as 
missionaries in Papua New Guinea. 

We then spent a few weeks learning from the children’s “All about Me” sheets. From those, we 
learned about their favorite Bible stories, songs and activities and learned more about one 
another. 

During Lent and Easter, we read from ‘Easter Love Letters from God” by Glenys Nellist. We 
used this book to guide us through the Bible from Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday. The 
kids really enjoyed this book! 

Following Easter, we closed out our Spring Semester with a Scavenger Hunt in Psalms. 

We kicked off our fall semester with a new curriculum by Spark, which aligns with the children’s 
Bibles that we provide to children. In September and October, we spent time studying Creation, 
Adam and Eve, and the Ten Commandments. 

We spent November and December preparing for our Christmas Program. 

I have enjoyed watching the children grow in their faith and hearing from families about what 
they share from Sunday School! 

Noisy Offering:

Thank you to the congregation for all of their assistance and support during my first year as the 
Children and Family Ministry Coordinator and a huge thanks to the Board of Education for all of 
their work to make our programs a success! 

In God’s Name, 

Leslie Merriman
Children and Family Ministry Coordinator

Month and Organization: Amount Donated:

January- The Federwitz Family $500.00

February- Joppa Outreach $101.10
March- Norwalk Dance Marathon $375.00

April- ELCA Disaster Relief for flooding in Iowa and Nebraska $122.44

May- St Jude’s Children Hospital $143.62

June- Norwalk Food Pantry $122.45
July- Robin’s Nest $75.00

August- Save a Warrior $115.00

September- Lutheran Services of Iowa $152.84

October- Des Moines Refugee Services $100.40
November- Ronald McDonald House of Des Moines $116.45

December- Make a Wish Iowa $124.97

                                                                                 Total for year  $2049.27
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Membership Report
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Active Membership Report

Baptized Confirmed

Active Membership 1/1/2019 397 325

Members Received

By Baptism 3

By Affirmation of Faith 7

By Transfer 2 2

Other ** 20 14

Total Members Received 25 23

Sub-Total 422 348

Members Removed

By Death 0 0

By Transfer 0 0

For Other Reasons ** 18 12

Sub-Total  18 12

Total Active Membership 1/1/2019 404 336

Worship Attendance

8:15 10:30

Regular  Weekly Sunday Worship 1852 4431

Summer 9:30 a.m. Worship 1022

Sub-total 7305

Average Weekly Sunday Worship 140

Special Worship Lent & Christmas

833

Average Special Worship 138

Total Annual Attendance 2018 8138



Church Council President’s Message

New Life Lutheran was very blessed in 2019 and I feel blessed to have been a part of it.  
Serving this past year as the Council President was very rewarding and eye-opening for me.  
The dedication and leadership that flows through this church’s veins is tremendous and I have 
been enlightened.

A sincere “thank you” is deserved for Pastor Nate who is dedicated to the life of this church 
and to everyone who walks in it.  He also serves the community in many ways and humbly 
goes about his business, representing our mission statement, “To Grow in Faith and make 
Christ known to all” in all that he does.

Sandy Anderson, our Church Administrative Assistant is the “glue that holds this ship together.”  
She is our Mighty Captain and always does what is in best interest of New Life.  

Eugene and Carolyn Schultz continue to make our very clean church a place of pride and 
comfort. Thank you for your efforts and dedication.

Leslie Merriman has been a blessing as our Family and Children Ministry Coordinator.  She is 
so easy to work with and you can see she truly enjoys working with the children.  She naturally 
possesses strong leadership and organizational skills that have increased the quality of our 
programs. 

To our musicians, Darrell, Kerrie, John and our praise band volunteers, thank you for sharing 
God’s word through song and leading the kids.

Our current church council members are, VP-Matt Hill, Treasurer-Anna Lund, Financial 
Secretary-Mike Thronson, Council Secretary-Abbie Olson, Church Life- Emily Blom, 
Education-Daira Driftmeier, Outreach- Jessica Iverson, Property- BJ Bengard, Stewardship- 
John Sperry, Worship- Audrey Harryman, and Youth- Mike Geisler.  It has been an honor to 
serve with this group and I have made life-long friendships.  They all bring their own 
personalities, ideas and vision which makes us great!  I appreciate all of you and all that you 
do!  THANK YOU!

Several of these council members have served their terms diligently and will be stepping down 
for 2020.  Mike Thronson, Emily Blom, Daira Driftmeier & BJ Bengard.  Thank you for your 
energy, dedication and for serving New Life. 

As we move forward, we will welcome new members to our Executive council and Council 
Chair positions.  I want to thank you for your dedication and willingness to fulfill these roles in 
our church.  May God Bless you always.

Our nominees for next year’s leaders are: Executive Committee: Matt Hill for President, Alan 
Hautekeete for Vice President, Lance Taylor for Financial Secretary.  Council positions: for 
Church Life, Krista Place, for Education, Kathryn Leverman, for Property, Rusty Pearson.

Finally, to the congregation, my church family, thank you for being such a supportive and 
essential part of this church’s ability to touch so many.  We are a very generous, 
compassionate and loving congregation and through all of you my faith thrives and grows.  A 
blessed thank you to everyone and God Bless all of you.  It has been a privilege to serve as 
your Council President.

Sincerely, 

Laura Jensen-Kimball, Church Council President 
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Additions	to	the	NLLC	5	Year	Plan		

	

	 2016	 2017	 2018	 2019	 2020	
Education		 - Nominate	a	

Council	
Representative	

- Regular	
identification	of	
meetings	for	
Board	of	
Education		

- Evaluation	of	
programming	to	
determine	
curriculum	and	
events.		

-Evaluation	of	
volunteers	to	
determine	classroom	
structure.		
-Quarterly	family	
events	
-	Ongoing	evaluation	
based	on	growth	of	
class	size	and	age	
groups	

-Quarterly	family	
events	
-	Ongoing	evaluation	
based	on	growth	of	
class	size	and	age	
groups	

-Quarterly	family	
events	
-	Ongoing	evaluation	
based	on	growth	of	
class	size	and	age	
groups	

-	Evaluation	of	class	
size,	space,	
volunteers	and	
structure	based	on	
growth	of	class	size	
and	age	groups.		

Church	Life		 - Continue	current	
programming,	
including	
decorating	of	
church,	planning	
of	events	and	
luncheons.		

- Promote	
involvement	to	
new	members	as	
we	grow.		

- Add	new	board	
members.	

-Continue	current	
programming,	
including	decorating	
of	church,	planning	of	
events	and	
luncheons.		
-Promote	
involvement	to	new	
members	as	we	grow.		
-Add	new	board	
members.	

-Continue	current	
programming,	
including	decorating	
of	church,	planning	of	
events	and	
luncheons.		
-Promote	
involvement	to	new	
members	as	we	grow.		
-Add	new	board	
members.	

-Continue	current	
programming,	
including	decorating	
of	church,	planning	of	
events	and	
luncheons.		
-Promote	
involvement	to	new	
members	as	we	grow.		
-Add	new	board	
members.	

-Continue	current	
programming,	
including	decorating	
of	church,	planning	of	
events	and	
luncheons.		
-Promote	
involvement	to	new	
members	as	we	grow.		
-Add	new	board	
members.	

	

	



Annual Report Board of Education
2019

Board of Ed Meeting Dates: 
1/7, 2/11, 3/25, 4/23, 5/9, 6/4, 8/27, 10/21, 11/12
Goals:
·       Increase the attendance for Journey Sunday School attendance from average of 20 kids to 30.
·       Provide children with fun worship and exciting bible lessons within an environment that is safe and 
welcoming. Engaging more with the parents of the children.
·       Start separating our education group to Pre-K – 1st grade and 2nd – 5th grade to maximize 
learning levels and attention.
 Noisy Offering went to Federwitz Family, Joppa Outreach, Norwalk Dance Marathon, ELCA Disaster 
Relief, St Jude's Children Hospital, Norwalk Food Pantry, Robin's Nest, Save a Warrior, Lutheran 
Services of Iowa, Des Moines Refugee Services, Ronald McDonald House and Make a Wish. 
Pancake Breakfast- February 24th
Bible Presentations- January 20th
Easter Egg Hunt- April 13th
First Communion- April 18th 
Tacos and Talent- May 5th
VBS- June 9th through 13th- 70 students and 45 volunteers
Backpack Blessing- August 18th
Sunday School Kick-Off- August 25th
Christmas Program- December 15th
Respectfully Submitted

Daira Driftmier
Board Chair

Board of Youth

The Youth of New Life Lutheran Church experienced several successful and spiritually fulfilling mission 
trips, outings, and service projects this year. Several middle and high school students spent a week this 
summer in Louisville, KY where they provided service ministry to local churches and organizations 
Students and Pastor were able to share their experiences and impact they had with the congregation. 
They expressed thanks and gratitude to all who were able to contribute during their fund raising 
campaigns. Without your kindness and giving, our opportunities for these students would be limited. 
Students of the congregation also attended many youth outings celebrating fellowship with one another 
that ranged from snow tubing to movies to visiting local restaurants for a quick bite to eat. We have 
started offering a Sunday Breakfast Devotional time for our high school students once a month at a 
local restaurant in town between church services as a chance for fellowship and learning. Thanks to all 
parents who have volunteered to lead these discussions! Your help is appreciated! Once again we were 
proud to welcome into our congregation as members of the church, all the students who were 
confirmed in their faith. Finally, Pastor Nate's confirmation classes are off to a great start! There are 
multiple students in confirmation and their learning is focused on Luther's Small Catechism as well as 
individual service projects. We are also excited to share that our Youth will be traveling to Duluth, 
Minnesota and Denver, Colorado this summer for a Youth Mission Trip.   Again, thanks to all who 
donated their time and financial resources to our youth this year! 

Respectfully submitted,  

Michael Geisler
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Board of Outreach
Annual Report 2019

Members of the Board of Outreach:  Kari Murray, Patricia Stoffel, Christie Kobernusz, 
Christy Groskreutz, Lisa Smith, Shirley Geyer, Jessica Iverson

Food Pantry:  New Life continues to be the host site for the Norwalk Ministerial Association 
Food Pantry.   The food pantry is supported by donations from the churches in Norwalk as well 
as individuals and businesses in the community.  Christie Kobernusz continues to spend 
countless hours running the food pantry. The core group of volunteers include Jane Sesker,
Dave Sesker, Abby Bemis, Lori Ordal, Mary Sue Demerath, Miriam Cox, Verlaine Hays, Lisa 
Moore, Christie Kobernusz, and Jean Bragg.
Statistics For 2019: There were 1,725 visits to the food pantry over the year which covered 
4978 family members.
Thank you to all who volunteer at the food pantry; we appreciate you very much.
Thank you to our wonderful giving community that keeps the pantry going.

Girlfriends in God (GiG):  Kari Murray continues to lead GiG, and they were very active this 
year. GIG continues to offer a bimonthly Bible study on the second and fourth Wednesdays. In 
2019, we offered four different studies (The Quest, Uninvited, Hallelujah Anyway, and He 
Speaks to Me). We also held the 5th Annual Women's Retreat in 2019, with 14 women 
attending. Four times during the year, we made casseroles or baked goods for Ronald 
McDonald House. We also had an additional service project in December where we made 
cookie bags for the food pantry. Finally, we offered social events five times and brought in a 
guest speaker in May. All in all, around 40 women have participated in GIG events during the 
year.

New Life Community Garden:  Kari Murray led this initiative as well.  The New Life Community 
Garden donated over 300lbs of produce to the Norwalk Food Pantry and Library Share Table 
in 2019. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped plant, water, weed, and harvest this year!

Miracle League: Thanks to Lisa Smith, New Life volunteered twice at Kiwanis Miracle League 
games, to help people with disabilities enjoy a game of baseball.

Other Endeavors:  We also adopted six families for Christmas through the Ministerial 
Association, donated 133 shoeboxes, under the leadership of Pat Stoffel, for Operation 
Christmas Child, and donated recipe bags for the food pantry.  We also had a free hot dog 
dinner at Warrior Park this summer that was very well attended.  We did Highway Clean-Up in 
the Spring as well.  

Please join us in reaching even more people in 2020.  Help us show the love of Jesus to those 
around us.

Respectfully submitted,

Jessica Iverson
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Church Life Yearly Report
* Sunday school room remodel
* Coffee room upkeep
*Kitchen supplies ordered
*Faith and Family night crafts 
*Many gatherings including, soup suppers, chili cook off, funeral dinners, VBS meals served and 
potlucks.
*Some new seasonal decor added
*Christmas greens for black containers out front
*New Church Directory

Respectfully Submitted,
Emily Blom, Chair, Board of Church Life

Board of Property

Thanks to this summer’s Be the Light campaign the congregation raised enough money to 
have new energy efficient lighting installed throughout the inside and outside of church which 
will not only enhance the general appearance of our building but will provide a significant 
amount of savings over the coming years. Along with general maintenance projects, we also 
installed a new commode in the north men’s restroom and had a large diseased evergreen 
tree removed from the south lot.
This year, we elected to contract out our lawn care treatments, resulting in savings of both time 
and money overall.  Once again, thank you to the several people who make themselves 
available to help keep the grounds of the church clean.  Especially those who volunteer for 
mowing and snow removal.

Respectfully submitted,
BJ Bengard
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Board Of Worship   

New Life Lutheran Church continues to offer Traditional and Contemporary Worship Services 
on Sunday mornings. During the school year we also offer a Mid-Week Wednesday Service 
(WOW – Worship on Wednesday), which is a 30-minute service offering Holden Evening 
Prayer, a reading, and shortened message by Pastor. 

Average Sunday worship attendance was down slightly from the previous year however, we 
have seen a significant increase in visitors and new residences during the final quarter of the 
year and are optimistic that we will see our numbers continue to grow.   The church will 
continue to be consistent and constant in worship opportunities and we pray that youth and 
families can be present. 

Pastor Nate continued with various sermon series for the 2019 year. Ask, Search, Knock, 
Busy: Reconnecting with an Unhurried God (Lenten Worship Series); What Would Jesus Say 
to…; Be My Witnesses; Uncomfortable; Faith & Science; Generosity Challenge and our Advent 
Series, Away in a Manger.

Midweek Lenten services were well attended. We held a joint Ash Wednesday Worship with 
the Norwalk Christian Church that was well attended by both congregations. Several of our 
2nd graders received their First Communion on Maundy Thursday.  Three services were 
offered on Easter Sunday (6:30, 8:15 & 10:30 am) all of which were well attended.

Summer Worship Schedule: (June 16 – August 11) 1 worship service was offered each 
Sunday. Attendance was good. The format included a combination of traditional and modern 
worship music. 

On May 19, 7 of our youth affirmed their baptism:  Ethan Bemis, Colten Harringa, Evan Hill, 
Ben Liedtke, Tanner Merriman, Nathan Porter & Logan Samuelson. 

In December, our Praise Team presented A Night of Christmas Praise for the enjoyment of our 
congregation and community.  We also  offered two Candlelight Worship Services on 
Christmas Eve, both were very well attended. 

Music is a huge part of our worship experience and we really want to express our appreciation 
to all of our musicians for the fantastic, faithful work they do throughout the year, Organist, 
Darrell Jurgens (1st service) Praise Team Regulars; Kerrie Liedtke, John Feuling, Dean 
Kimball, Lauren Bice, Vanessa Hautekeete, Lisa Smith, Lucinda Sperry as well as Brooke 
Kimball, Nathan Porter, Ben Liedtke and Karen Chapman.

Last but certainly not least, Thank You to all the volunteers who show up every Sunday to 
make our worship go smoothly and provide a pleasant welcoming environment for all who 
come to worship.  Each Sunday morning it takes a minimum of 24 volunteers, in addition to 
Pastor and the musicians, to take care of the various responsibilities of worship and you folks 
never fail to meet and exceed expectations.  You are Appreciated! 

Respectfully Submitted
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Stewardship Report 
John Sperry, Board Chair

Stewardship Annual Report - 12/27/19 John Sperry, Board Chair

2019 Online Giving Total
Year to Date: $102,315

2019 Highlights Recap

FPU in January-February 2019  

Summer Be The Light campaign giving drive generated $10k for our lighting and building 
improvement projects 

Giving Tuesday Nov push raised ~$4,900 => successfully ELIMINATED our mortgage  

Investigation begun into possible Building Campaign  

Looking into partial Sign replacement 

Upcoming

Other future considerations for Building Campaign thoughts
Meeting with Joe from Kairos on Jan 28th 2020 @ 6:30pm
Looking for additional Stewardship Board members 



Financial Secretary’s Report
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YEAR 2019 RESTRICTED FUNDS
YEAR END

Designation Balance Income Expenses Balance
01/01/2019 YTD YTD YTD

Scrip--Debt Retire $0.00 $1,200.00 $1,200.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Memorials $6,955.03 $25.00 $0.00 $6,980.03
Barry Vetterick Menorial $1,225.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,225.00
Gary Andrews Memorial $140.00 $25.00 $0.00 $165.00
Bjork Memorial Handicap Access $5,590.03 $0.00 $0.00 $5,590.03
Hoops/Paca Memorial $0.00 $710.00 $0.00 $710.00
Organizational Accts $6,161.18 $2,437.69 $5,358.59 $3,240.28
Noisy Offerings $338.25 $2,337.69 $2,486.77 $189.17
Sunday School $2,102.06 $100.00 $1,294.78 $907.28
Youth Ministry Youth $3,720.87 $0.00 $1,577.04 $2,143.83
Vacation Bible School $0.00 $1,849.71 $856.00 $993.71
Special Accounts $7,373.37 $10,221.28 $8,524.63 $9,070.02
After School Program $208.57 $0.00 $0.00 $208.57
Emergency Relief $1,152.81 $309.83 $0.00 $1,462.64
Property $536.47 $7,051.21 $6,267.02 $1,320.66
Food Pantry $5,306.19 $2,860.24 $2,257.61 $5,908.82
Digital Ministry $169.33 $0.00 $0.00 $169.33
Temporary Accounts $8,282.66 $12,383.28 $11,659.38 $8,556.56
Youth Trips-Deposit $300.00 $800.00 $1,000.00 $100.00
Youth Trip Fundraised $0.00 $3,262.70 $3,015.00 $247.70
Men's Ministry $200.84 $0.00 $200.84 $0.00
Insurance Reserve $3,557.40 $0.00 $0.00 $3,557.40
Special Gift-AED $1,340.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,340.00
Extra Mortage Giving $0.00 $7,610.58 $7,610.58 $0.00
Be the Light Campaign $0.00 $5,390.00 $5,390.00 $0.00
Sign Fund $158.06 $0.00 $0.00 $158.06
Special Benevolence $431.23 $0.00 $282.96 $148.27
Youth Gathering $2,295.13 $0.00 $0.00 $2,295.13
Total Restricted $28,772.24 $26,267.25 $26,742.60 $27,846.89
General Checking $22,503.73 $261,887.17 $265,028.51 $19,362.39
General Savings $21,435.08 $97.92 $0.00 $21,533.00
General CD $10,188.66 $195.31 $0.00 $10,383.97
Mortgage $25,460.58 $0.00 $25,460.58 $0.00
Food Pantry $15,723.50 $41,527.55 $25,077.56 $32,173.49
Scrip $5,985.01 $47,294.80 $45,523.61 $7,756.20
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Category Budget	2019 Proposed	Budget	
2020

Comment

Income Income Income
Pledged	/	unpledged	giving $231,000.00 $119,900.00
Automated	Clearing	House	(Electronic	Donations) $3,000.00 $3,000.00
Rental	Fees $1,000.00 $1,500.00
Loose	Offerings	(unidentified	givers) $10,350.00 $10,000.00
Online	Giving $110,950.00
TOTAL	2018	CHURCH	INCOMING	FUNDS $245,350.00 $245,350.00

Expenses Expenses Expenses
Mortgage	Payment $19,572.00 $0.00
Savings-	New $2,400.00
Facility	Insurance/Workers	Comp						(Pd	quarterly) $4,250.00 $5,130.00
Pest	Control $720.00 $600.00
Facility	Repair $50.00 $50.00
Facility	Upgrade $7,200.00
Wakonda	Project $1,309.00 $1,170.00
Cleaning	Supplies $500.00 $600.00
Total	Facility	Expense $26,401.00 $17,150.00

Office	Supplies $2,500.00 $3,000.00
Advertising	(Web	Site	&	Publications) $400.00 $450.00
Printing	&	Publications $2,700.00 $2,700.00
Postage $150.00 $150.00
Telephone	&	Internet $3,200.00 $3,200.00
Electricity	&	Gas $4,800.00 $5,600.00
Technology	(Develop	Replacement	Plan) $1,400.00 $1,500.00
Garbage	&	Recycle $1,900.00 $1,500.00
SEIA	Synod	Convention $600.00 $500.00
Water $2,000.00 $1,700.00
Total	Office	Expense $19,650.00 $20,300.00

Adult	Education $375.00 $400.00
Vacation	Bible	School $1,400.00 $1,300.00
Sunday	School $1,400.00 $700.00
Confirmation $1,000.00 $850.00
General	Education $0.00
Staff	Continuing	Education $500.00 $500.00
Total	Education	Expense $4,675.00 $3,750.00

Youth	Mission	Trip $1,100.00 $500.00
Donuts	&	Discussion $25.00 $25.00
Youth	Outings $1,500.00 $1,500.00
Youth	Camp	Scholarships $400.00 $400.00
ELCA	Youth	Gathering $0.00 $0.00
Total	Youth	Expenses $3,025.00 $2,425.00
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New	Life	Lutheran	Church
Proposed	2020	Budget
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Church	Decorating $450.00 $450.00
Kitchen	Supplies $350.00 $350.00
Blankets	&	Presentationals $0.00 $100.00
Fellowship	Events	(cakes,	etc) $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Flowers	(Planting	Beds	&	Decoration/	Holidays) $450.00 $250.00C
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